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13" Nov — 15th Nov Akhand Path - Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji
Parkash Utsav

6" Dec Friday Shaheedi - Guru Teg Bahadur Ji Pu
rab (actual day)

6" Dec — 18" Dec Akhand Path - Shaheedi Purab
Guru Teg Bahadur Ji

15" Dec Sunday Sagrandh (Poh)
31st Dec Tuesday New Year Eve Diwan 7pm to Midnight

5" January Sunday Guru Gobind Singh ji Parkash Purb
3rd — 5th Jan Akhand Path - Guru Gobind Singh ji
14™ Jan 2025 Tuesday  Sagrandh Maagh

Sadh Sangat Ji langar can be booked for the above events.

Please call on Tuesday or Friday evenings between 7.00 — 8.30 pm or visit
the RST office.

Tel no: RST office 0121 233 2647, Marriage Bureau office 0121 233 4669,
Dining Hall 0121 236 5436.

Please could members whose membership has expired come and renew in
person at the RST Office on Sundays between 11 and 12,30pm. Membership
is £5 per annum or £51.00 for Life and £101.00 for patron members. It is the
responsibility of the member to update their own membership.

Email info@rstuk.com

Website www.rstuk.com

Marriage Bureau marriagebureau@rstuk.com

Times and Classes https://www.rstuk.com/sports-classes/

Email—info@rstuk.com  Website—www.rstuk.com




Wahegquru Ji Ka Khalsa, Wahequru Ji Ki Fateh.

The new Management Committee was announced on the 20th May 2024 and
with Waheguruji’s ‘mehar’ and everyone's cooperation there were no Elections
and all resolved on a compromise basis. This was the same for the Property
Trustees and for the first time in the history of the Gurdwara avoiding expendi-
ture, stress, and animosity which this normally brings. We thank all the candi-
dates, their supporters, especially the Election Board members for their valua-
ble contribution.

The Management Committee members will serve from May 2024 to May 2027,
and the property Trustees from January 2024— September 2029.

President—Dr Pyara Singh Bhogal, Hon General Secretary—Mr Baljit Singh
Phull and Treasurer—Mr Amarjit Singh Sembhi.

Property Trustees—Mr Jagir Singh Nandhra (Chairperson), Mr Gurbachan
Singh Bhara (Secretary), Mr Malkiat Singh Bhachu, Mr Jagjeet Singh Bhogal
and Mr Kulwant Singh Bhamra.

Langar

Dear Sangat ji, many people have requested that we have one langar on days
that we have multiple programs. The committee has approved this request,
and we work with the sangat who make bookings and hopefully get full cooper-
ation. Not only does this reduce the wastage that we get but also saves time
and effort for the preparation of the langar.

We have also introduced a strict policy, that langar must not be taken from
the Gurdwara Sahib unless it is at the end of the day and that the Gurdwa-
ra and Committee have no liability when it is taken with permission at your own
risk. Please note that Sangat members should not request or put the sevadars
in a difficult position by asking and a refusal may cause embarrassment. Mr
Gurpreet Singh Chana and other volunteers who go above and beyond to sup-
port the Gurdwara functions in preparing and serving he langar which is time
consuming,

Ramgarhia Community Centre (RCC)

New round tables and chivari chairs have been purchased for Ramgarhia Com-
munity Centre offering the members and sangat who hire it a better facility. We
will continue making additional. The Hall is being used for Wedding tea and
milni and more recently for lunch, when numbers were difficult to accommo-
date in the langar hall. We have the facility of the Gym on the 1st floor in RCC
and Badminton sessions on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays

Education — “Vidyia vichari tan Paropkari”

Sadh Sanagt Ji education is important for our youngsters and adults and even
more important is learning the Punjabi language. This will allow our community
to read and comprehend Gurbani and enable them to understand the value of
Sikh culture and how to keep and protect their identity. The Committee are do-
ing their utmost to promote our mother tongue (Punjabi language) and run Pun-
jabi classes at infants, junior and A level standards. We urge all families to
speak Punjabi at home to help our youngsters with the Punjabi language.

RST are proud to continue offering our Punjabi and music classes, providing a
strong foundation in both language and the arts for students of all ages. This
year, our students achieved outstanding results, with many earning high grades
in their A-level and GCSE exams. We wholeheartedly congratulate each of our
students on their hard work and success, as well as their parents, whose sup-
port has been invaluable throughout the learning journey.

Our team of teachers at RST are truly dedicated and highly motivated, going
above and beyond to ensure that every student has a positive and enriching
experience. They are well-regarded by both parents and the community for
their commitment, skill, and ability to inspire a love for learning.

We believe that these classes offer students more than just language and mu-
sical skills—they provide an opportunity for cultural enrichment and personal
growth. We encourage students of all ages to participate in our classes, where
they can work toward recognized credentials in Punjabi, adding valuable quali-
fications to their achievements and paving the way for future academic and
personal success.

With the recent announcements that Punjabi and Music counting towards
UCAS points it is essential to offer this service to our Sangat

Thank you to all our students, parents, and teachers for making this year a re-
markable one, and we look forward to continuing this journey together with
even more dedication and enthusiasm in the years to come.

IGOLAK

Dear Members and Sadh Sangat ji, The Gurdwara will be installing two Digital
Golaks prior to Guru Nanak dev Ji’'s Gurpurb. This will enable members to use
their credit cards to make donations and either print you a receipt, email it or
receive a text message. Many other Gurdwaras have benefitted from this as it
automates and secures all payments. Sangat Members with the receipt can
use that to perform their ‘mata tek’. This is a key advancement in ensuring full
auditing controls and transparency. The traditional receipt books will also be
used for those sangat members who prefer to pay by cash.



RST Litigation Claim

Dear Sadh Sangat Ji we wish to be transparent and inform you that

the litigation claim which was bought against the gurdwara sahib and the Gurd-
wara and Committee was successfully defended and the Gurdwara won the
case. Some members choose to advise and misguide the sangat incorrectly
but a copy of the order can be obtained from the RST offices at any time.

Harcharan Singh Bahra, Kulwant Singh Rehal and Manmohan Singh
Sagoo who bought the claim against the Gurdwara are fully aware that they
were unsuccessful.

The costs for both parties was ordered by the Judge to be paid by the Gurdwa-
ra despite the Gurdwara winning the case. The reason for this is that, members
of the Gurdwara who are given permission to take the case to court have to be
paid by the Gurdwara despite the defendants losing. The Charity Commission
did not give the defendants the permission to take this to court however in
reading the statement which allowed them caused doubt for the judge which
proved to be incorrect in the end.

Their solicitor has failed to provide a breakdown of the costs which our RST
Solicitor has questioned, and still after 18 months their solicitor is refusing to
provide a detailed breakdown.

The costs would not have been incurred by the Gurdwara in the first place had
they not bought their 'unsuccessful’ claim so we need to do justice for the
Gurdwara Sahib in questioning the bill which equated to approximately £26k.
Once this matter is concluded the Committee will update the members, howev-
er all paperwork and evidence can be see in the RST office if required.

Main Diwan Hall Ceiling

Dear members due to the adverse weather conditions this autumn and the
heavy rainfall a in the main roof caused a part of ceiling to fall. This was over-
night and with Waheguruiji kirpa no one was hurt. The committee had no option
until this was made safe again to close down the hall and utilise the Diwan hall
In the Education centre.

Repairs will be undertaken asap and the main Diwan hall is fully safe and oper-
ational again.

The committee have taken a decision to replace the complete roof on that side
which is aged and is being treated as emergency repairs. Hopefully this invest-
ment will ensure safety and better aesthetics for the sangat moving forward.

Istri Sabha

We are thankful to the Istri Sabha committee (for their continued support, hard work
and sewa for the community. The Istri Sabha hold the weekly Satsang every Thurs-
day between 12-2pm. The Istri Sabha is also very active in helping with the prepara-
tion of the langar and cleaning and they also have successfully arranged visits to
the seaside and Blackpool this year. Everyone is welcome to join the congregations
every Thursday where langar is served.

Over 60’s Men’s classes

Dear Sadh Sangat Ji an Over 60’s initiative was setup approximately 18 months
ago. It has grown from about 5 participants to over 30 and held every Thursday at
Ramgarhia Community Centre between 12 and 2 pm.

There are light exercise classes, seminars on health and well being and seaside
trips that have been successful.

If anyone is interested in attending please attend on the day and you will be most
welcome.

Filming at RST

Dear Sadh sangat we are proud to advise you that the Gurdwara with it's prime lo-
cation and excellent ambience of the main diwan hall has been used by several
companies for filming television serials. This generates income from the car park
and hiring of the hall for the Gurdwara sahib and gives us excellent coverage. One
of the programmes was ‘DI Ray’ which starred the actress Parminder Nagar.

Enhancing Programmes for the Sangat

The committee are delighted to advise you that with the co-operation of the sangat
and especially the younger generation namely My Bobby Ubhi, Mr Sukh Matharu,
Mr Gurpreet Singh Chana and Mr Inderpal Singh Lotay, we hosted some top Kirtani
Jathae. We also had the privilege of hosting Harshdeep Kaur this summer which
resulted in over 700 sangat members.

The Committee ahs made a commitment to provide funding regularly for these ex-
cellent artist preaching Gurbani. An Atam Ras Kirtan darbar has been held with
three renowned jatha and , Bhai Davinder Singh Sodhi ji, Bhai Gurinder Singh Bata-
la Wale ji, Bhai Maninder Singh Darbar Sahib wale Ji, Bhai Harcharan Singh Khalsa
ji, Bhai Jagtar Singh Jummu Wale ji, Bhai Jujhar Singh ji and Bhia Baljeet Singh
USA wale were a few to name, A summer Kirtan Diwan was also held with excellent
Jathae and Basic of Sikhi, along with a health camp on the same day.

We will ensure additional programmes are booked and these will be posted and
updated on the RST website— www. rstuk.com.



Granthi and Kirtan Jatha

Bhai Manjit Singh Ji Phagwara Wale and the Jatha are our serving Jatha on
Tier 5 Visa’s until April 2026. Bhai Harpreet Singh and Bhai Manjeet Singh are
part of the Jatha. Giani Harsimran Singh is our resident Tier 2 Granthi and
serving on a Tier 2 Minister of religion Visa.

Saving and preserving Sadh Sangat’s Money and Assets

Sadh Sangat ji your committee is doing its utmost to save your money and find
ways of delivering essential services to the congregation. It should be noted
that this magazine is written, compiled, printed, bound and posted by your
committee to save money and keep the congregation fully informed.

Solar Panels

These have been operative since March 2016.the Solar panels have generated
electricity from both (main & education) systems of 230253kWh to date. There
has been a Feed In Tariff income for the Gurdwara Sahib of approximately
£50k since the install. Assuming similar savings in electricity bills we have
saved the Sadh Sangat in excess of £80k. The system had paid for itself in 3.5
years. The remainder of this year and additional 12 year’s of tariff payments
would bring in huge amount of money.

Summer Demonstrations & Security

Dear Sadh Sangat Ji, the committee worked very closely with the Jewellery
Quarter Commission and the Police to ensure the safety of the Gurdwara and
sangat during this summers demonstrations and with Waheguruiji’s blessings
and the correct action taken the demonstration was peaceful with no impact to
the Gurdwara Sahib.

Mr Sukhninder Singh Bansal had already secured government security funding
for new metal security doors, automated car park gates, ANPR System, Video
Surveillance cameras and Alarm systems worth almost £200k in 2018 on-
wards. We are deeply thankful to him for his forward thinking.

“Ghale Aveh Nanka Sade Uthi Jai”

The committee on behalf of behalf of the Sadh Sangat offer sincere condolenc-
es to all the families who have lost their loved ones. We pray to Waheguru to
give their souls eternal peace and the families strength to deal with their grave
loss. We have lost many old and young sangat members over the past few
years and the Gurdwara and Committee endeavour to support the families dur-
ing this difficult period.

During funerals langar is prepared by the gurdwara and whatever donation the
family wish to give is accepted, although almost all families do not want the
Gurdwara sahib to make a loss and ask for guidance. The car park payments
are suspended for the day to offer adequate parking during this difficult time.
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Ground Floor above with the new langar Halls which can be separated, with 1st
and 2nd floors below with a new diwan hall and Offices and accommodation for
the Granthis.




Ramgarhia Jassa Singh Education Hall Development Update

Dear Sadh Sangat and members Ji, The Building Project has been pro-
gressing since the new committee has been appointed. The planning per-
mission had been obtained in April 2023, however the three post holders
were reluctant to start any work until the new committee was appointed
which caused a delay of more than 12 months. Similar to delays during pro-
ceeding 24 months where external influences were preventing the Managing
Committee to deliver this for the sangat.

There were many objections from the Jewellery Commission Heritage com-
mittee and it took a lot of persuading and justification where both Mr
Harvinder Singh Nandhra and Mr Jaspal Singh Virdee instructed a planning
consultant who had relationships with the council and as a combined effort
the plans were approved, with small changes mainly to do with the external
facia which is shown below. This is essential however because we need to
improve the traffic flow of sangat for public safety.

The committee has approved for building regulations to be quoted and these
will then need to be assessed and approved. Our plan is to carry out the
work in 3 Phases. Prior to any work all quotes will be approved in a General
Body Meeting.

Phase 1—Existing Kitchen expansion, Giani accommodation renovation and
expansion on 1st floor,. heating and drainage upgrades, existing Langar Hall
renovation, Plant room, cold storage room and upgrades to common areas.
Phase 2—Construction of new Langar Hall, Diwan Hall, Toilets and Offices
and teaching floor on existing Ramgarhia Education Centre grounds as
shown opposite.

Phase 3—New Fascia, lobby and front Entrance to the Gurdwara.
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Programmes

Sadh Sangat Ji several programmes have been delivered since our last publica-
tion. These have been mainly Gurpurbs, Weddings and Funerals..

All programmes can be booked from the RST Office On Tuesday and Friday even-
ing between 7.00 to 8.30pm.

Charges for events are to ensure that the Gurdwara breaks even on costs and not
for profitability. The Gurdwara is a registered charity (506947), and a non profit
making organisation. Any donations are gratefully accepted for the upkeep, running
and cleaning costs

Marriage Bureau

The RST Marriage Bureau service is on-line and members are able to access the
service with ease. The Marriage Bureau office is open on Tuesdays & Fridays eve-
nings 19.00 to 20.30 and Sundays 12.00 to 13.00 where the members can ring or
come to the office for help and information

We thank Mrs Satwant Kaur Galsinh, Mrs Narinder Kaur Bhogal and Mr Manijit
Singh Bhogal for their voluntary seva in assisting the running of this. We also thank
those families who have still been registering and using our services.

There is a Coffee morning event to be held on the 1st December 2024 to all exist-
ing candidates and we hope this will help those attending finding a suitable Sikh life
partner. Please contact marriagebureau@rstuk.com if you are interested in attend-
ing and not yet registered,

Gift-aid

Gift aid started in 2008 and last submission was in March 2021, but during covid
2019-2020 there had not been a submission. This was submitted December 2023
as we have 4 years to file these. Last years submission was approved where ap-
prox. £25k was given back in gift aid payments to RST. The Total received so far is
approx. £320k. We would like to thank the Sadh Sangat for their kind donations
and continued support. There is a lot of work in processing the Receipts and this
work which was introduced by Mr Sukhninder Singh Bansal was a very valued initi-
ative. Although this is time consuming for the volunteers, the rewards have been
benefitting to RST and the Sangat.

RST Car Park

Dear sadh sangat ji. The gurdwara operates the car park for RST income genera-
tion. During weekdays he first 1 hour is free for the sangat to attend the gurdwara.
If a longer time is required because langar is being prepared then you must inform
the granthis who have the ability to extend this to 4 hours. On Funeral’s weekends,
wedding and other weekday programmes the RST Committee suspend the pay-
ments for the day. The Car park management is run by an external company and if
tickets are issued it still costs the gurdwara approx. £15 to get these cancelled.
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Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa, Waheguru Ji Ki Fateh

GURPURB CELEBRATIONS OF
SRI GURU NANAK DEV JI

Monday 11** November 2024 to Sunday 17 November 2024

This year Guru Nanak Dev Ji's Birthday falls on Friday 15® November 2024 and you are cordially
1nvited to join and participate in the celebration of the Gurpurh of Guru Nanak Dev Ji at Ramgarhia Sikh

Temple for a whole week as per programme below. (On Friday Evening 15t November 2024
there will be Firework Display and Food Stalls at RST car park)
Guru Nanak Dev 1 advocated Universal brotherhood and equality of mankind. He mtroduced Naam Maarg

for attainment of ultimate reality which he called Sach He said ‘God is One” who is formless the creator of
the universe. He further said “God 1s Self-Exustent” ‘Self illuminated” who 1s above time and forever exastent.

Guru Nanak Dev Ji told us that God can be realized only through the grace of Guru.

Guru Ji emphasized the three golden rules of the life which are vital for the society even m this 21% century
namely.

Kirt Karna - Earn one’s livelihood honestly.
Naam Japna - Recite God while leading honest and moral life.
Vand Chhakna - Share the food and give the money in charity for poor.

Let us celebrate Gum Nanak Dev Ji's birthday and learn more about his teaching to make our lives better.

PROGRAMME
Wednesday 13% November 2024 at 6:00pm Arambh $n Akhand Path Sahub
Friday 15% November 2024 at 6:00pm Bhog Sn1 Akhand Path Sahib/AartyKirtan
Sunday 17 November 2024
09:00am to 10:15am Sukhmani Sahib Path
09:15am omward Nishan Sahib Sewa
10:15am to 10:45am Kirtan RST Istri Sabha
10:45am to 11:45am : Kirtan RST Hazoorn Ragi Jatha
11:45am to 12:45pm Kirtan- RST Hazoor: Ragi Jatha
12:45pm Ardaas/Samapti

From Monday 11t% November 2024 to Saturday 16" November 2024
Kirtan every evening by ——----—-----—--—--—omomee o from 7.00pm to 8 30pm

Guru Ji Ka Langar will be Served throughout

Dr. Pyara Singh Bhogal 5. Baljit Singh Phull 5. Amarjit Singh Sembhi
(Prezident) (Hon. General Secretary) (Treasurer)

Management Committee
Trusteas — 8. Jagir Singh Nandhra, 8. Gurbachan Singh Bahra, & Malkit Singh Bachn, § Jazjit Sinzh Bhogal, 8. Kubwant Singh Bhawra

Ramgarhia Sikh Temple, Graham Street, Birmingham B1 3LA. Tel 0121 233 2647 /0121 236 5433
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